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hut fallacious, and often inconsistent theories of M,
Kenan, have occasioned a great deal of writing in
defence of Christianity, the sum of which for the most
part is but sound and fury, and its significance nothing.
It is easy to make counter theories quite as good as
those of Strauss or Kenan; but this is only fighting
without the citadel, and withdrawing the attention from
the central question. If unbelievers are really anxious
for truth, they cannot take a more ready way of
defeating themselves than by extravagant theories
which make the most of every apparent mistake or con-
tradiction in the Gospel histories. Every violent stroke
is likely to recoil, to give an apparent triumph to the
other party, and be a hindrance to calm investigation,,
Mr. Farrar gives evidence of this in his vindication of
St. Luke's Gospel. It ought to have been enough for
every sincere mind to have supposed that Luke could
not have greatly erred in simple matters of history
that belonged to his own, time. But because his
statements could not be reconciled with all that we
could learn from profane history, he has been de-
nounced as a careless compiler. Mr, Farrar says,
' Sergius, the pro-consul of Cyprus, was believed to
have been a propraetor till St. Luke's authority was
finally confirmed by the evidence of coins. Lysanias,
tetrarch of Abilene, was ridiculed as a clumsy invent
tion, till even Kenan has the candour to admit
Ms recent examination of the inscription o
at ^Baalheck has led him to believe

.so gravely wrong.    The toiqg
{ had long been

